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Review of the First Epistle to the Corinthians:
Christ is the Only Firm Foundation.

Chapters 1-16

"For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus
Christ." 1 Corinthians 3:11

Chapter 1: Christ the wisdom and power of God

Read verses 2-9. As a believer, what has God called you to?

Read verses 10-12. What is the main source of divisions in the church?
Read Verses 13-16. What is the main point revealed here?

Read Verses 17-19.
1) What is the gospel?
2)  Why must we preach it?

Read Verses 20-25.

1)  What do teachers of the law and philosophers have in common?

2)  Can the wisdom of the world lead someone to believe?

3)  What do Jews in general [“the chosen nation”] and Gentiles [“everyone else”’] have in common,
according to Scripture?

Read Verses 26-31. The apostle is talking to believers. What were you like before you came to Christ?
Why were you so, and now that God saved you what does He expect of you?

Chapter 2: Wisdom from the Spirit

Read verses 2-5.

1)  What is the meaning of the crucifixion of Jesus [or why was Jesus crucified]?

2)  What can you gain from what apostle Paul is saying?

Read Verses 6-11. Who are the “mature” and why the wisdom of God is for them?

Read Verses 12-16.

1)  Why does God give Christians His Spirit?

2)  What are other names for the Spirit of God?

3)  What does it mean to explain spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words (ref. v. 13)? Give an
example.

4)  What is the difference between a natural man and a spiritual man (ref. v. 14)?

5) “Christians are not subject to merely human judgments.” What does that mean?

0) “We have the mind of Christ.” What does that mean?
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Chapter 3: The church and its leaders

Read verses 1-4.

1)  Define “mere infants in Christ” or “Baby Christians.”

2)  What characterizes “baby Christians”?

3) What is the main reason revealed in the text why “baby Christians” express jealousy and quarrel?

Read verses 5-9.

1)  What is the role of the Christian leader in the church?

2)  As a Christian, who would you say is responsible for your (spiritual) growth?

3) Does that mean the work of the Christian leaders amounts to nothing in the church?

Read verses 10-11. What is Paul really saying and doing when he says these things about himself and
about Jesus? [ref. also Matthew 7]

Read verses 12-15.
1)  What does Paul refer to as ‘foundation’ and do all foundations produce a lasting reward?
2)  Some Christian believers (children of God) will lose their reward but be saved at the last day. Why?

Read verses 16-17. Can a person destroy the temple of God [the church]? If yes, how?
Read verses 18-19. How does a person become a fool so that they become wise in the eyes of God?

Read verses 20-21. What does it mean to boast in human leaders? Give an example.
Chapter 4: The nature of true apostleship

Read verses 1-7.
1)  How should we regard our church leaders?
2)  What is to be expected of our church leaders?

Read verses 8-19.
1)  What is Paul saying to those who are under the leadership of church leaders? [verse §]
2)  What messages are being communicated to church leaders by apostle Paul? [verses 9-19]

Read verse 20. What is your understanding of this verse “The Kingdom of God is a matter of power”?

Chapter 5: Dealing with a case of incest

Read verses 1-2.

1)  What is sexual immorality?

2)  What type of sexual immorality is referred to by apostle Paul in this chapter?

3)  What is the type of sexual immorality pagans tolerate?

4)  How did the news of the incest get to the whole congregation and to Paul eventually? And what is
Paul suggesting the church should do in the case of sexual immorality such as incest?
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Read verses 3, 12. Is Paul suggesting that we can pass judgment on each other in the church? What about
those outside the church?

Read verses 5-7.

1)  Why shouldn’t the immoral be allowed to stay in the church?

2)  Apart from suggesting that the immoral person should be expelled from the church, what else is the
apostle saying about them?

3) Is there a difference between the day of the Lord and the last day?

Read verses 9-11.
1)  What do you think about the apostle’s advice?
2)  What would Jesus do (WW]D)?

Chapter 6: Lawsuits among believers

Read verses 1-6.

1)  What is a dispute?

2)  What is usually needed to settle a dispute in court?

3) The apostle is back at the subject of judging. What is he saying to God’s children in this chapter?

Read verses 7-8. What is the apostle saying to God’s children in these two verses?

Read verses 9-11. As a Christian believer, how do you understand the apostle’s statements in these
verses?

Read verses 12-17, 20.

1)  As a Christian believer, do you really have the right to do anything you want with your body? If not,
why not?

2)  Asa Christian believer, can you master everything in your own power?

Read verses 18-19.

1)  Sexual sin is different from other sins. Why?

2)  Are you a temple? In your own words, what does it mean that ‘your body is the temple of the Holy
Spirit’™?

Chapter 7: Married versus unmarried life

Read verses 1-7.

1)  Define “ownership.”

2)  What is the apostle’s prescription to married individuals against sexual immorality?

3)  What seems to be the main cause of spousal infidelity mentioned by the apostle? What else is
mentioned?

4)  What is your understanding of the apostle’s words “as a concession, not as a command” [ref. verses

6-7]?

Read verses 8-16.
1)  Is Paul sending conflicting messages to the unmarried (‘singles’) and the widows in verses 8 and 9?
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2)  What is your understanding of verses 10 and 11? Does God approve of divorce? If not, why?

3) Itis written in Scripture that God hates divorce [ref. Malachi 2:16]. Why?

4)  Does God honor (i.e., respect ... to esteem highly) a marriage between a believer and an unbeliever?
[Ref. verses 12 to 16]

Read verses 17-24. How do you understand what the apostle is saying? [ref. verses 17, 19, 22, 23]

Read verses 25-38.

1)  Define a virgin.

2)  What are some of the troubles you believe married Christians and married people in general face in
this life? [ref. verses 28, 32-34a]

3)  What does “to be devoted” mean? [ref. verse 35]

4)  Is it a good thing to be devoted to someone? Why?

5)  What is the apostle saying to the unmarried? [ref. verses 36-38]

Read verses 39-40. What word the apostle gives to the married Christian woman, and what does he say to
the Christian widow about remarriage?

Chapter 8: Food sacrificed to idols

Read verses 1-6.

1)  What is the issue being debated in this Chapter?

2)  What is an idol?

3)  What can make a man grow to his full stature?

4)  What does the apostle mean by “an idol is nothing at all in the world™? [ref. verses 4-0]

Read verses 7-13.

1)  What is the knowledge which is not shared by all that the apostle is referring to in verse 7, and what
is its implications for Christian believers?

2)  What brings us to Jesus? Is it the type of “food” that we eat? [ref. verses 8-9]

3) Isit okay to pass judgment on the type of food that believers eat?

4)  How do you understand verse 132 Give some examples.

Chapter 9: Paul’s right as an apostle

Read verse 1. What is one quality that every true apostle must have?

Read verses 6-14. Is it wrong for a man of God to work for a living? What insight to you get from
reading verse 12 specifically?

Read verses 16-18. Why do you think Paul said his reward was to preach the gospel free of charge?

Read verses 19-23. For the sake of the gospel apostle Paul did many things. What are they, and do you
think that they are necessary to win souls for Christ?

Read verse 24. Apostle Paul compares the Christian life to a race and a fight. Why do you think he
encourages believers to run in such a way as to get the prize?
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Read verse 27. What does the apostle mean by “I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that

after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize”?

Chapter 10: Warnings from Israel’s history

Read verses 1-10.

1)
2)

3)

What is referred to as “the cloud” in verse 1?2

If our ancestors were all “baptized into Moses” in the cloud and in the sea, and ate the same spiritual
food and drank the same spiritual drink, and were accompanied by Jesus, why do you think that
God was not pleased with them [ref. verses 6-10]?

What would you say is the main cause of the division we witness in the church today?

Read verses 11-22.

1)
2)
3)
4
5)

What are the things apostle Paul is referring to, and why were they written down? [ref. verse 11]
How do you understand Paul’s warning in verse 12?

How do you understand the meaning of the words of the apostle in verse 137

Define ‘sensible people’ [ref. verse 15]

What is your understanding of what the apostle is saying in verses 16-22?

Read verses 23-31. Do Christian believers really have the freedom to do anything they want?

Read verses 32-33. What is the apostle saying to us?

Chapter 11: Covering the head in worship

Read verses 1-16.

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

What is the apostle asking you to do? [ref. verses 1, 2]

What is God’s structure of authority as revealed in Scripture?

What does the apostle want Christian believers to know about head covering in worship?

What is your understanding of verse 11 “in the Lord, woman is not independent of man, nor is man
independent of woman”?

What is your understanding of verse 16 “we have no other practice—nor do the churches of God™?

Read verses 17-34.

1)
2)
3)
4
5)
0)

According to Paul, are differences among us altogether a bad thing? [see verse 19]

What is Paul teaching God’s children regarding the breaking of bread? [ref. verses 21, 22 & 33]
What goes on DURING the celebration of the Lord’s Supper or ‘Communion’? [verses 23-26, 34]
What goes on BEFORE the celebration of the Lord’s Supper or ‘Communion’? [verse 28]

Should all people be invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper? [verses 31-32]

Are there consequences for anyone who approaches the Lord’s table in an unworthy manner?
[verses 27, 29, 30]
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Chapter 12: About the gifts of the Spirit

Read verses 1-11.

1)  Why is the apostle telling us in verse 1: “About gifts of the Spirit, I do not want you to be
uninformed”? [ref. verses 1-3]

2)  Why are spiritual gifts given? Please, name the spiritual gifts in this chapter [ref. verses 7-10]

3) Can a believer have more than one spiritual gift? [ref. verse 11b]

Read verses 12-31. What are the main ideas revealed in this long passage, for our edification?

Chapter 13: On Love

What is love?

Read verses 1-3. What is your understanding of these three (3) verses?
Love is not what?

How much does love [God] mean to God? How do you know this?

What about “the Golden Rule” [ref. Matthew 7:12/Luke 6:31]? Does it exclude criticisms, rebuke,
correction, and training in righteousness?

Read verses 9-11. What is your understanding of these verses?

Chapter 14: Good order in worship

What are tongues, and do they have a meaning?

What does it mean to “speak in tongues”?

When you speak in another tongue among your brethren, do you speak to them or to God?
Does ‘speaking in tongues’ a sign that you are a Christian?

Does ‘speaking in tongues’ a sign that you are more of a Christian than others?

Does ‘speaking in tongues’ a sign that you are more spiritual than other Christians?

The Bible has been and continues to be translated. Why do you think it is so?

Does ‘speaking in tongues’ build up the body of Christ (the church)?

When it comes to the gift of ‘speaking in tongues,” what do you perceive to be the real issue with this gift
within the church of Jesus Christ in these last days?

Read verses 39-40. What is your understanding of these verses?
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Did Jesus say that all Christians will speak in tongues [ref. Mark 16:15-18]?
Chapter 15: The resurrection of Jesus

Remembering the gospel

Read verses 1-11.

1)  What is the gospel? Have you received it, and do you believe it to be true?

2)  Does the gospel save?

3)  What does it mean to persecute someone? How then do you understand the statement of Paul in
verse 9?

4)  Define the word “resurrection.” Do you believe in the resurrection of the dead?

Read verses 12-33.

1)  As a believer, what are the implications for not believing in the resurrection of the dead?

2)  What is your understanding of verse 19?2

3)  When will the end of all things come, according to verses 24-28?

4)  What is the sin committed by the Christians in the church at Corinth [ref. verse 34]? Are things any
different in today’s churches?

Read verses 35-58.

1) Wil Christians be raised from the dead? If yes, what type of body will they have?
2)  What is the promise made to Christians in verse 497

3) What do verses 51-54 teach us?

4)  What is the sting of death [ref. verse 56]?

5) How do you understand the exhortation in verse 5872

Chapter 16: The collection for the Lord’s people

Read verses 1-4: Was the collection which apostle Paul recommended to the churches compulsory? Was
there a set amount? What was its purpose?

Read verses 8-9: Why did many people oppose apostle Paul?

“Christ Jesus has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and
redemption.” 1 Corinthians 1:30
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